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ABSTRACT
UNDP’s Human Development Report 1994 is perhaps among the earliest 
documents that recognized human security, a concept which eventually led 
to its frequent use among scholars and practitioners in the International 
Relations study. Relevantly, the study of drug trafficking from a human 
security perspective represents a significant shift from the mainstream 
paradigm which focuses more on state-centric rather than an individual 
human being. In Malaysia, the drug trafficking issue has been of great 
concern since the 1970s, not only to the public but also the government. 
This country has long been in the grasp of drug trafficking phenomena. 
Despite numerous efforts, prevention programmes, law implementations 
and regional initiatives in combating this issue, the struggle to eradicate or 
even minimize the problem has never been achieved fully. Drug trafficking 
trend in the country has evolved to a much greater phase. The trend now 
becomes more serious and life-threatening in recent times when human - 
also known as a drug-mule - are increasingly exploited and used as a tool to 
transport drugs. The purpose of this paper is to examine the modus operandi 
of drug trafficking network using ‘drug mule’ as a transporter of drugs in 
Malaysia.
In contrast to the mainstream state centric-based paradigm in international 
relations, this issue will be analysed from a human security perspective by 
utilizing the existing literature, such as books, journals, reports, magazines 
and newspapers. Preliminary findings from the literature suggest that drug 
trafficking continue to pose a threat to human security. The overarching goals 
of protecting human security cannot be achieved without the commitments 
from both the government and the international community.
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INTRODUCTION
Globalization has opened up a new term in the aspects interrelations among 
nations. On the positive part, it has paved ways to new encounters, ideas, 
joint ventures, business strategies and so on. However, beneath this massive 
metamorphosis, lies a dark secret. The unheralded and unexpected side of 
globalization is a complicated network of illicit trade ranging from drugs 
and arms trafficking to the smuggling of human into slavery and prostitution. 
Among those, one of the largest and most profitable business is the market 
for illicit drugs. 
Drug trafficking has become a global threat that undermines the security, 
development and the rule of law in almost every country. According to 
Rosenau, Gay and Musington (1997), a transnational threat is defined as 
‘having causes and effects that cut across national borders, became a key 
player to the erosion of the nation-state’s power and authority, and it involves 
the action of non-state actors. Drug trafficking is a part of transnational 
threats. In the field of international security studies, some scholars refer to 
these problems as “a grey area phenomenon” or ‘low-intensity conflicts’ 
because they do not pose an immediate and obvious danger to a state or 
region in the way traditional military threats do, but they are dangerous 
too. 
Malaysia has long been vulnerable to drug trafficking phenomena. Its long 
porous land and sea border and its strategic geographic position increase 
its vulnerability. To curb the problem, the government came up with strong 
policy statements by declaring drugs as a major national security threat. 
Despite numerous efforts, prevention programmes, law implementations 
and regional initiatives in combating this issue, drug-related offences have 
been on the rising trend. These phenomena not only affect a nation itself but 
it also causes a major concern to regional security. 
Now, the evolution of drug evolved to a much-complicated phase where 
from the earlier cases when drugs transferred via non-human tools such 
as tyres, boxes, bottles, etc., now human used as a tool to transfer drugs. 
